HOMES

Out of Africa

An African style plantation home and garden has

been created right here in Cheshire, thanks to the

inspired vision of Dominic and Kate Baldwin
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talking around the grounds of
your new home in the middle
of the night wearing only a
head torch, Wellington boors

and boxer shorts isn't the

most welcoming of starts - especially

when vou're a new wife ar

confessed ‘city pir]l who is |'::;1[1:l.' lmming
tor her city centre comfores.

But today Dominic and Karte
Baldwin, who own Moss Waed in Toft,
are the poster couple for domestic bliss.
Sitting in the huge glass arrium
overlooking their own lake on the
fringes of a country estate it all scems
more than worth it Ducks Billy and
Daisy are sprawled out in the afternoon
sun as Kate pulls freshly baked rock
cakes from the Aga and Dominic recalls
the first time he set eves on their home,

T used to go for a run around this
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area when we lived in Knutstord. T was
always fascinated by the house. One day
I was in town and | noticed the
particulars for it in the estate agents
window,

‘Coincidentally Kates parents were
visiting us and thev'd driven past the
house and seen there was an auction on

and asked if we wanted to go. T held the

details up and said, “Tr wouldn't be this
one would 107" When we arrived the
road was lined with huge cars and we
pulled up in our old banger. It must
have been meant to be!

Moss Wood was first built in the
19305 by a Canadian bachelor whao
wanted his home to resemble an east
African tea }ﬂﬂ]‘;t‘.’ll‘iﬂn. It was an upside
down house with the master’s quarters
on the first floor accessed by its own
private stairway. A balcony ran around
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the entire house with servants’ quarters
on the bottom floor,

[t was then bought by Belle and Eric
Crossfield, members of the Tatton
lived there for

around 50 vears. Eric Pﬂ:—::—".:-:i away and

Garden Socicry, who

Belle lived there until she died, aged 96,
15 vears later.

Dominie sad: “The work those two
did to keep the house going must have
been incredible, particularly in the
wardens. I think after Eric died it was
difficult for Belle to mianage.

“There was a lot of work to be done
when we moved in but it's been a
gradual process. Locally, people call this
the wacky house, and T guess it is a
little, but we just love it

Ok, from Eastern Europe, plays a
rale in the house - from the heams
running across the ceiling to the
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